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BREEDING ANGUS IN QUEENSLAND SINCE 1965

‘BACKTO THE FUTUREPE’ Field Day

Wednesday, 23rd March

DNA - By simply taking a hair sample from a new born calf you can determine its breeding
predictions for 13 traits.

100% clearance

With 23 bulls selling for less than $4000 the
complete offering of 102 bulls sold in under two
hours to achieve a $6088 average. Not only was the
sale considered to be one of the best in the Raffs 46
years of breeding Angus Bulls but it was also the first
‘wet’ sale that the family had ever sold in. However,
buyers were not deterred with the complete offering
selling to wide areas throughout Queensland and
parts of New South Wales, Victoria and South

Stem Cell — By radiating a Brahman bull’s testicles and implanting the stem cells of an Angus bull,
that Brahman bull can then sire Angus calves.
“It’s futuristic — it’s real — it’s exciting — it’s challenging — it’s a first for Australia. We have
accepted the challenge to lead the industry in a quest to produce tomorrow's genetics today.”
The Raff family will be hosting a Field Day at

“Mundibulanga” Drillham Queensland on Wednesday
23rd March. Released to the Beef Industry will be the

Andrew Raff is pictured with the $20,000 top priced bull buyer
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Due to the much improved season, the purchase of adjoining land and increasing demand for Raff Angus Bulls our 2011
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of animals will be used during the day to practically
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demonstrate the way science and live animals interact.
Because of our 2011 Female Sale cancellation we felt it important to give interested breeders the opportunity to still access Raff

An open invitation is extended to all interested people,
irrespective of breed or involvement. Be sure to come
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In February we took delivery of “Roker”, a 525ha property which joins
“Mundibulanga” to the northern side. This additional land will allow us to increase
our herd size by retaining all the registered females we had intended to sell at a
female sale in 2011. It will also increase our sale bull numbers to cater for the
increasing demand for Raff bulls.

Raff Angus breeders with bull calves graze
on the newly acquired ‘Roker” property.

A great season at last

Prior to 2010 the previous decade averaged 12 inches annually with 2006
being our driest with just 4 inches for the year — our recorded average is 24
inches. However, last year we received 42 inches with the first two weeks of
2011 already falling 6 inches. At the beginning of last year we finally got all of
our cattle back home after years of agisting and have not had the need for

e breeder hand feeding since. We are amazed at how resilient and how quickly
Raft Angus breeders enjoy their best season in the country has recovered — grass now grows where dust once blew. Visitors

decades. to our Field Day on 23rd March will inspect many of our breeding cows.

New cattle handling facilities

Another impediment of drought is that, by necessity, some infrastructure gets
neglected. 2010 saw the completion of our new cattle yards complete with hydraulic
crush and draft with a computerized weighing and recording system. Visitors to our

Field Day on 23rd March will be able to look them over.

New yard facilities at headquarters
= ‘Mundibulanga’.

A new face in the team

With the expansion of the herd and increased work load Scott York joined Raff Angus
in March 2010 to assist in all areas of management. Since 1990 the Raff Angus
operation has been solely family run with only casual labour being occasionally
sourced. S

We welcome Scott, wife
Claire and their two young
children Tom and Zoe. Meet
_ | Scott and his family at our
Scott Llaire, Tom and Zoe York Field Day on 23rd March.

- living on farm at ‘Bangamba’.

“Our goal has been to breed Angus with
comparable growth, weight and yield to
mainstream Euro cattle yet retain the carcass,
maternal and finishing qualities of Angus —
Raff Dallas D216 does that.

Statistics for Raff Dallas D216

(Official Brisbane Royal weight and scan)

Age 23 months
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Is the future in the hair?

by Andrew Raff

At the beginning of this year we received information on our entire breeding herd that we believe will allow us to fast
track our rate of genetic gain by at least two years within our Raff Angus beef seed-stock breeding program.

We are very excited and proud to have MVP {Molecular Value Predictions} tested all our HBR and APR active females and sires
in our herd this year — a first for Australia.

From our initial testing a number of years ago with the GeneStar marker test we now have access to HD50K for Angus. HD50K
enables us to simply pull a tail hair sample from an animal when just a young calf which allows for 13 traits to be measured
from Calving to Growth, Carcass and Efficiency.

Over recent years we have been testing our stud sires and sale bulls but made the decision last year to test our entire herd
for several reasons.

MVPs are absolutely factual of an animal’s individual performance ability, instantly, and measure previously ‘un-measurable’
traits. They are not mid-parent estimates based on
assumptions.  Genomics in no way can be
manipulated by humans, is not affected by the
environment, does not require progeny to be
recorded for improved accuracy and does not need
genetic linkage to allow accuracy to occur.

From just 12 markers that measured 3 traits in 2006
to today’s 50,000 markers that measure 13 traits we
acknowledge that the rate of genomic advancement
has been enormous. Whilst it may be years until
every marker of genetic worth has been found, if
that day ever comes, we, in no uncertain way,
believe that the world of genomics is the future.

| have made it clear to anyone who has shown
interest that, as with previous forms of testing, we will be using this information as another selection guide to allow us to fine
tune our advancement towards genetic excellence. We have no intention to use MVPs as a single selection tool nor are the
highest (or lowest) values necessarily the best. We will always use visual appraisal and pedigree merit first.

For now, within our herd, the MVPs will not replace any previous management path that we have been taking — we intend to
weigh animals as intensely as we have been doing since the introduction of scales, we will measure every animal for frame
size, we will ultrasound scan for carcass information, we will always visually assess each animal for both structure and
temperament with current forms of evaluation continuing to be generated.

We look forward to analysing these results throughout the year and will enjoy comparing this MVP information against
individual animals that have over four decades of documented performance.

We at Raff Angus are excited to be leaders in the adoption of this new form of measuring profitability in beef production and
are challenged at the opportunity of bridging the gap in the rate of genetic gain and level of efficiency that has been achieved
within the pork, poultry and dairy industries over past decades.

Ratt/Ptizer
partnership

Raff Angus and Pfizer Animal Genetics have

signed a three year contract to develop the Andrew and David Raff pictured with George Fennell and
new HD50K for Angus DNA test for |3 Terry Farrell during signing of Pfizer / Raff partnership
traits. On 8th December we had a visit from agreement.

George Fennell,Vice President Pfizer Animal
/N
Raffangus C

Health and Genetics USA when the
about this partnership at our Field Day on PUTTING THE BEEF BACK INTO ANGUS -

agreement was formalized. Learn more
23rd March.
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